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A Digreffion, im Anfwer to the Scandal thrown on this Papers s+) Moggi Ton ‘ 
| Challenge to thofe who charge it with falfe Affirmations. sidu2 oc fox Be, ; 
They are defir’d to bring Proofs to what they alledge, as the Meresed Wigs ONAL wei | at | ; 


The Trade of Fifo-into France recover’d by this Treaty from the Ineqaudli rocur” A by 
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HEN this Paper firft fet out, it was 

ot expected that it fhould be ex- 

aa ed from the’ ufaal Oppofition 

which the World generally cules to 

: thofé Truths which they’are not wil- 

ling to ret But as it was declared at firft, that every 

thing advanced in this Paper fhould - be Vouched, and 

fupported by Authentick Papers and Unqueftionable 

Authorities, and that Promife having been exactly 

performed, ‘it could hardly be expeéted that the general: 

Compliraene the Party fhould bie leaféd to pay to this 

Work, fhould be, ‘That it is-not tr uth, or to ufe their 
own rude Terms, that“it is all LYES. 

Now altho’ the AERCATOR éannot be allowed 
to difpofe of his Time in Anfwering rude and ground- 
lefs Cs vils, or join Hfue with the Pamphleeters of the 
Town; and fpeaking fincerely, nothing that has yet 
appear, has any face of Credit fufficient to merit fuch 
a Digreflion ; yet when the Veracity of the Work is 
thus awacked,-in which Particular it has all along been 
fo well gui: irded ; and the giving the Lye is now made 
the general Anfwer to all ir contains 5 it makes a little 
Obfervation here become neceffary, which however ihall 
be as brief as confifts with the Defence of clear Truth, 
againft the unjuftifiable Clamours of Men prejudiced 
by their Interefts and Parry. 

Certainly Mankind cannot be fo far carried away with 
the ftreain of their Paffions, as to «deny this general 
Maxim, That nothing oiight to be believed in fuch 

ublick Debates as thefe, but what is proved: This 
Sine has from its beginning taken this for a Rule, and 
therefore brings Aut! rentick Proofs with it, of every 
thing it fays;" yet thefe Men~fay it is all Lyes : On the 





> contrary, they bring no Proof at all of what they fay, 


and yet they expect t to be believed. 


To fhorten the Difpute, | the MERCATOR, fhall as 
mode iy as the Cafe will allow, make a fair Challenge 
ts all Oppofers ; wah if’ they do not Anfwer, they 
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can but ill juf y of their future Samal ect me 
the Truth of iy a is alledged in this Pa ai bar ae it 
The Challenge is, +e whereas t 


Papert with Lying, they, guBht $0 
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ticulars ; and ftating it truly, ia now 
far lee A TOR 







what ONE T 
has affirm’d, aflerted, or made publick 
is -_ mri <f this APE be. , the ¢ charg 
will curn back. upon them, wy, reat ifadvas 
themfelves. : vid vie hi 

One Condition only mutt ‘be def of mn, ‘Gi 
That they will not expect a t ping fhe d- 
upon Truit on one Side_ more than on the’ 
therefore that they will be careful, as the A 
has always done, to quote their Authorities OF, a he 
fhall fay ; the: Validity of which, when confit ia 
thofe of this Ke er, may be eafily examin 

Readers may Ju pe with oe are.in oe fant Piley ps 
not think fit to do this, as the will not 
think it worth while to ee any pin 70h them, fo 
neither can they expect it of. any one elfe. . 

Ic is confefled, the reafon of this Treatment j $ evi- 
dent, (viz.) That, thete is nothing elfe to fay; ‘This is 
the only Shift left to the Party who appofe the Treaty,’ 
(viz.) That being not able to enter into Particulars and 
detest the MERC ATOR of any pr wratieationy 
fly to the general Chatge, and give the “TYE to i it 
by wholefale: It is the ufual way of Lying People 
tax other People with Lying: The Truth of the 
is plainly this, that the Frauds and oth of tn i 
grofly made ufe of by the Pablifhers of the laceSCHEME, 
were firft fo openly efpoufed by a Party, and afterwards 
fo convincingly detested and expofed * ‘the ME RCA- 
TOR, that they had nothing to fay t6 fh port the 
Deceit, bur to fy atthe MERCATOR with 





That, their Scheme of which they boafted, is it felf 


one general complication of Fraa# and falfe Reprefen~_F 
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rilous Term of Lying, the better to conceal their own. . 
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appear, eveti to both Houfes of 
MERCATOR in that, asin every 
Cafe of like nature, fays nothing from himéelf, but 


ents | guage of the Cuftom-Houfe Books, gives 
of the Cortimiflioners Reports, Sign’d 
ra $, aml pravesevery thing in particular 


Pa thefe are“falfe, the MER- 










e referred to. Why do not thefe People tell us 
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do_ they, not PEOVED 
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All the ufe this Paper hall make of this unfair 
Ufige, is only to proceed with the fame Caution in all 


that it “fhalt make~publick,-fill taking care to offer. —. 


nothing, but what is fufficiently confirm’d Y fuch Au- 
thorities, as fhall alwayS* fland the Teft of the ftritteft 
Examination; taking no notice of any thing, which 
fhall be faid in Oppofition to it, unlefs it comes like- 
wife fupported by fuch Proofs,as may; give a due 
Weighr, and make it reafonable to be liquired into. 

But to return to the Subject of Trade, from which 
as few Digreflions as poflible, fhall be made in this 
Paper. 

The lah. ALERC ATOR gave a true Profpe& of 
the State of one Branch: of our Trade in France, as it 
now flands, and as it might now have ftood, had the 
Treaty taker place; that as to fay, the Branch of Trade, 
which concerns our Wodllen Manufactures in particu- 
lar. ~“Fhe-Manufacturers of Great Britainmay there fee, 
what Circumftances they are now in as to ‘Trade, and 
what their unnatural Joy is built upon, which they have 
fo publickly fhewn atthe Delay of the Advantages, 
which they might by this time have tafted of in: their 
Trade. MB , 

Next; to the faid oak nia of our Woollen Manu- 
facture, the. FISHING Trade is our immediate Concern, 
and that more efpecially fince our Union with Scotland: 
The Northern Parts of Britain have a peculiar Intereft 
in the Fifhery, and the fe¢uring a Market in France for 
the great Quantities of Fifh that are, or may be Cured 
in Scotland, and in the North and Weft parts of Eng- 
land, is of fo great Confequence to this Nation, that it 
cannot be omirted.in a’ Treaty of Commerce. 

- The French had not forgotten this part, or to en- 
courage their own Subjeéts-to launch into the Fithery, 
as well as into the other Brariches of our Trade: and 
tho’ the Iifluence of Diitch’ Councils in the Affairs of 
that time; had made fome Exemptions in Favour of the 
Hollanders by the Treaty of Commerce after the Peace 
at Ry&vick, which the Englifh, having no Treaty of 
Commerce 'at that time,could have no fhare in; yet the 
high Duties in France laid upon Fith from Great Britain 
were, an effectual Support to the French Proietts of 
Fifhing, and a Bar to the. Fifhing of Great ‘Britain: For 
Scotland by the Union being brought into the fame 
Prohibitions, and being efteem’d as the fame Nation, 
came ther¢by alfo under the ‘fame Inconveniencics of 
Trade, and loft the Advantage of their Trade to France, 
which before was very confiderable, efpecially in Fith ; 


negligence of Clerks, the Books are remaining, and . 
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to France yearly, a very great Quantity of Herring 
Salmon, and White Fith. 

Having thus mention’d Scotland, and the Fifhing 
Trade, it is proper alf> to take notice, how, by the 
prefent Treaty, Het Majefly matle it Her efpecial Care, 
in behalf of Her SCOTS Subjects'as well as Englith, 
to have all thofe mew. Burthens,which were laid pon 
the Britifh Fifhing-Trade only, and which gave that 
Tyade away trom us to the Dutch, taken away in 
Fhisice ; and as it is very furprizing, that the Power of 
any Party-Influence fhould make us in England infen- 
fible of fuch Advantages, fo the next Paper thal] let you 
fee,what thofé, Advantages are, Aid that they are not 
equally diffe arded in Scotland,as\théy are here. 

It cannot ~ be grateful to all thofe Parts of Britaia, 
which are fenfible of the Benefit of the Fifhery, and 
who depend upon the Exportation of the Fifh when 
taken, to underftand, that the Importation ef our Fith 
into France is now, by this Treaty, left open upon ve- 
ry eafy Terms, and particularly upon the fame “Ferais 
with the Dutch; which could never be obtain’d before. 
This Paper will not enquire, who fhall, or who thall 
not, think the better of the Treaty of Commerce on 
that Account, or by what Influence the obtaining Tuch 
Terms for the Durch after the Peace of Refwick was 
brought about; the Englifh obtaining no Treaty of 
Commerce at all-at that time. ~- | 

But the juft Care and Concern,which Her Majefly has 
fhewn for the Interefts of her own Subjetts;\‘ahd. the 
Extent of their Commerce, has been feen in removin 
that Inequality, and providing, that our Fifhery’ thal 
now be-upon the fame Foot with’ that of. the Dutch, 
and have the fame Encouragement of an open Trade to 
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France; a thing, which however the Dutch have taught 


us to reject here, they always took care to fecure for 
themfelves, and found no little Advantage in it ; efpe- 


chilly while they found ways to have the Englifh exclu- 


ded trom it ; which Game their Friends here are indu- 
ftrious to get play ‘d over again, and feem tobe very an- 
gry at any Steps taken to prevent them. 

The Merchants, and Gentlemen of the North part 
of Britain, and of the Weft alfo, have frequently ex- 
prefs'd to the Government their great Concern for the 
obtaining this Liberty of Commerce; and the: great 
Advantages,which it would be to them, if obtain’d ; 
as may be feen by the Reprefentation of the. Royal 
Buroughs in Scotland, formerly fent up- to the Lords 
Commiflioners of Trade; and of others alfo: And un- 
lefs we could fuppofe them to .acét in Contradiction to 
themfelves, it muft be a particular Satisfaftian to them 
all, to fee,what provifion her Majefty has made for the 
faid Fithing-Trade by this Treaty ; and it muft be im- 
poflible, without an Infatuation, which it would be 
rude to fuggeft, that the Merchants and Trading Peo- 
ple of Scotland, of the North of England, of the Coatt 
about Yarmouth and Loeftoff, or the Counties of Corn- 
wall and Devon, can be drawn in to fay, they are 
pleafed, that the Articles of this Treaty remain In- 
effectual. . 

Nor is this Paper without Teftimony, that thefe 
Gentlemen do entertain different Notions and Opi- 
Nions of this Matter, from what is now thought fo 
popular ; and this oceafions the Table of the Duties 
on the Fithing- Trade, which was promifed in the laf 
Paper, to be omitted here; .a Paper having been re- 
ceived from an unknown Hand in rk w HI, which 
fyeaks the Language of the Merchants themfelves in 


this puticuiar; and which fhall be publifhed in the 
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| Scotland having always, before the Union, Exported next MERCATOR, 
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